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NEWHURST ERF LOCAL LIAISON COMMITTEE (LLC) MEETING NOTES 

MEETING HELD 4TH JULY 2022, 1730  (IN PERSON AND BY ZOOM) 

 
 
In attendance: 
 
Ms Becky Knighton    Leics. County Council 
Ms Marie Dickinson    Leics. County Council 
Mr Charlie Harris    Environment Agency 
Mr Rob Harrison    Environment Agency 
Mrs Julia Howard    Local Resident 
Coun. Christine Radford   Leicestershire County Council 
Cllr Peter Grainger      Shepshed Town Council 
Mr. Peter Cunnington   Local Resident 
Mr. Kenneth King    Local Resident 
Mrs Mary Tappenden    Covanta/Biffa 
Councillor Max Hunt   Leicestershire County Council 
Mr. David Spencer    Covanta 
Mr. Craig Burdis    Covanta 
Dr David Best    Independent Facilitator 
Mr. G Newborough    Local Resident 
Mr. John Orchard    Covanta/Biffa 
Mrs. Ann Green    Charnwood District Council (EHO) 
Mr. Jim Thompson    Covanta 
Mr Iain Cook     Covanta 
 
Apologies for absence: Coun. Jane Lennie, Ms Jane Hammersley, Coun. John 
Savage, Dr Landy Yang, Mr Mark Needham, Mr Peter Wood. 

Disclaimer: Membership of the LLC does not imply either support for, or objection 
to, the Newhurst Energy Recovery Facility (ERF) development. Rather it is an 
opportunity to facilitate the flow of information between the developer and local 
communities and vice versa. 

 

1. Welcome  
1.1. David Best welcomed members to the meeting. New attendees introduced 

themselves: Mr Iain Cook, as the newly appointed Operations General 
Manager for the Newhurst site, Mr Harris from the Environment Agency, 
together with his colleague, Mr Rob Harrison attending for the purposes of 
familiarisation and Ms Marie Dickinson of Leics. CC Planning Department 
as a colleague of Ms Becky Knighton also of Leics. CC. 

1.2. A copy of the papers circulated with the agenda will be available on the 
Newhurst ERF website in the coming days.  

1.3. DPB stated that the meeting would be recorded to help prepare the meeting 
notes, but the recording would be deleted once these were approved at the 
subsequent LLC meeting. The transcript would not be published. 
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The community engagement page of the site is here:  

 
2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting. 

2.1 These had been previously circulated. These were approved and have been 
posted to the website in the usual way. 

3. Matters Arising not on the agenda. 
There were none. A previously raised issue regarding reporting of emissions 
data would be considered under AOB. 

 
4. Construction Update.  

Mr. Burdis presented the construction update, using a slide deck which will 
be available on the web site and the link to which is 
https://info.covanta.com/newhurst#communityengagement  

4.1 Key points: 

4.1.1 87% of construction is now complete (April 71%) with the project now 
90% complete overall and on time. Significant and visible progress can 
be seen in the cladding and the build of the elements of the site. Progress 
over the last three months has included: Erection of the Building 
Envelope including steelwork and cladding; M&E Contractors have 
completed installation of the Combustion equipment, Flue Gas Treatment 
and Water Steam Cycle equipment. The Electrical and Piping 
subcontractors have made progress with the installation of the Turbine 
Generator continuing. 

4.1.2 Energisation of the 132kV grid connection was completed in early June, 
and the Commissioning Team have mobilised on site, whilst the 
Operations & Maintenance Team have commenced their training 

4.1.3 30% of systems are mechanically and electrically complete and handed 
over to commissioning team ready for energization. Cold Commissioning 
has just begun and is on schedule. 

4.1.4 Approximately 400 operatives are now working on site, and the numbers 
have begun to reduce slowly as work packages are completed. The 
project has achieved 1m hours work since the previous lost time incident. 
This is equivalent to one person working full time for 400 years. 

4.1.5 The Covid 19 Action plan remains in place and is working effectively to 
prevent and manage incidence of the virus. Less than ten cases have 
been recorded since before Christmas helped by the fact that the majority 
of the work is outside, reducing the spread of the virus. 

4.1.6 Photographs recording progress since April are provided in the 
construction update deck on the Community Engagement pages of the 
Newhurst website. Further visuals are likely to be provided on the basis 
of the original model used in the planning process to further illustrate the 
way in which the as-built plant is as-designed.  
 

https://info.covanta.com/newhurst#communityengagement
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4.2 Next three months planned activities: 

• Cladding of the Building Envelope will continue. 
• Electrical and Piping subcontractors will complete installation. 
• Installation of the Turbine Generator will be completed. 
• The landscape commissioning will begin with topsoil placement, planting 

and landscaping increasing. 
• Cold commissioning activities will continue. 
• Steam Blowing activities are planned for September to ensure clean 

pipes throughout the plant. 
 

4.3 Recruitment. 
 Mr Thompson reported that the Operations team recruitment was 
progressing well with a total of 29 appointments, 14 of them in July. He 
anticipates being at full strength in the coming weeks. 
 

4.4 Hot commissioning with the arrival of the first waste would begin in   
October. 

  
 

4.5 Questions on Construction Update. 
 

Mrs Howard asked if a view from the South from the M1, and from 
Ingleberry would also be possible using the visualization model and some 
current photographs. This would be explored. 
 
Mr Newborough asked if the positioning and height of the pylons carrying 
the electric cables were as set out in the permit. Mr Burdis explained that 
this was a Development matter approved by Charnwood District not by the 
County Council and was the responsibility of Western Power Distribution. It 
had been necessary to increase the height of the foundation platforms of the 
pylons to provide the necessary clearance and the connection routes to 
Coalville and to Ratcliffe on Soar. 
 
 

5. Permitting Update 
 
5.1 Mr Burdis reported on the Environmental permit pre-commissioning 
conditions which are detailed in the update deck with the status and 
responsibility against each one. Members of the Committee are encouraged to 
review these and forward any questions to David Best.  
 
5.2 In respect of the reports that Covanta had submitted to the authorities as 
part of their compliance with permits Councillor Hunt asked if it was the case 
that the submitted reports were online or in the public domain. Mr Harris 
responded that when they were at firm application stage, they could be made 
available on request They were not online however, and early or draft versions 
were not available publicly since they were often changed and were, at that 
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point, in discussion between the Agency and the Developer. Mr Burdis said that 
with regard to the Fire Strategy the main points were contained in his 
presentation to be discussed later in the meeting. In relation to reporting permit 
activities Mr Burdis undertook to assess if there was a simple way of keeping 
the committee informed. It was noted that the Permit had been transferred to 
Covanta. 
5.3 The description of the various elements of the permit and the status of each 
are contained in the presentation provided by Mr Burdis and which can be found 
HERE 

 
6. Planning Update. 
Mrs Tappenden reported: 

• An update on the previous discussion about the soil composition of the 
site which had been found to be Alkaline rather than acidic as had been 
assumed. A revised landscape scheme has now been prepared.  The 
changes are principally a change in seed mixes and planting mixes.  Th 
is to be provide to the County Ecologist and County Landscape team for 
comment before formal submission. 

• The site will need a contractor’s compound to allow for contractors who 
would on an infrequent, perhaps annual, basis require to be 
accommodated on site during periods when the plant is shut down for 
maintenance . The compound would be where the car park is now.  The 
van park and approximately 60 of the existing car parking spaces would 
be retained.  This will need planning permission and an application is 
currently in preparation. and will be submitted to LCC for approval . 

• An aftercare scheme for the land controlled by Biffa outside the perimeter 
of the ERF was being developed and would be submitted by 31st 
December 2024 as required by the planning permission for the ERF. 

Ms Knighton reported that from the point of view of the planning authority 
nothing else was outstanding at the date of the meeting. 
 
6.1 Questions on Planning update 
Mrs Howard asked about the background monitoring of air quality, and the 
baseline data that would be used. In discussion, it was noted that: 

• 6 months monitoring was required preconstruction (in practice the 
monitoring continued for a period of 23 months) 

• 6 months monitoring during the construction period is required.  This was 
completed between July 2020 and February 2021 and monitoring 
recommenced in May 2022. 

• 6 months would be undertaken post the commencement of operations.  
The monitoring stations installed in May 2022 will stay in place until 6 
months after operations commence. 

• Monitoring was of Nitrogen Dioxide only. 
Mr Harris commented that since the monitoring was of the overall air quality it 
was not expected that the operation of the Newhurst facility would have any 
detectable impact on air quality overall. 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2F4944195.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net%2Fhubfs%2F4944195%2FNewhurst%2FPermitting%2520Update%2520for%2520Newhurst%2520LLC%25204.7.2022.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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Ms Knighton commented that data on HGV movements was required to be 
made available in compliance with the planning consent, Mrs Tappenden 
agreed, noting that this data would be available since all lorry traffic passed over 
the weighbridge. 
Mr King asked why it was that the contractor compound had not been included 
in the original application. Mr Burdis replied that it was simply that there had not 
been an appreciation that this would be needed. Its use would be infrequent, 
possibly only once a year or perhaps once in two years. In future developments 
this facility would be planned in from the outset, now that it was clear that up to 
60 contractor personnel may be on site at any one time in the event of a 
planned outage. 
 
 
7. Operations and Maintenance Update 
 
Mr Thompson reported on the activity to prepare for the beginning of 
operations. The current focus is on recruitment training and the procurement of 
equipment and supplies for the operation phase. Much effort is going into the 
writing of procedures for activities such as waste acceptance and the operating 
procedures of the plant.  
 
Work was also being done on how to transition from construction – the project 
phase into operation and designing the hand over from one phase to the other. 
It might be appropriate to provide a brief presentation on Operations for future 
meetings. There would be an item on Waste acceptance procedures at the next 
meeting. 
 
 
8. Discussion on CHP  
 
 In accordance with the decision to have a standing item on the heat offtake 
potential of the site, discussion took place on the current status. The meeting 
was reminded that the only requirement of the planning permission was the 
provision of a route for this, so that in the event of an agreement on heat offtake 
being reached, a physical route from the plant was available. The route 
identified is from the plant to the site entrance. The submission can be viewed at 
the following link:  Planning application 2020/0072/02/CS/29 | Leicestershire County 
Council (planning-register.co.uk) 
A feasibility study into the interested parties, and the feasibility of supplying heat 
had been completed and was being reviewed. This work was continuing. Mr 
Burdis provided a short presentation on CHP and heat offtake is available 
HERE. CHP reduces carbon emissions by generating heat and power 
simultaneously, compared to the separate means of conventional generation via 
a boiler and power station. The Newhurst site could technically feasibly export 
an annual average heat load of up to 17.77 MWth, and, when accounting for 
consumer diversity and heat losses, a peak load of 36.62 MWth. This assumes 
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however that the infrastructure at the user is available to provide efficient and 
economic connection for the consumption of the heated steam. 
In discussion it was noted: 
Coun. Hunt endorsed that steam was the most efficient means of conducting 
heat from the plant. However (Mr Burdis) this was only the case if the user was 
locally located and had the infrastructure in place to make use of the heated 
steam. 
Preliminary discussions had occurred with Loughborough University, 
discussions were continuing.  
Any developments in this area will be reported to the LLC as they occur. 
 
9. Questions received previously 

 
No questions had been received. 
 

10. Date of Next Meeting  
The next Meeting of the LLC will be held on Monday the 10th October (Note 
Not the 3rd as mentioned at the meeting), at a time to be agreed. 
 

11. Any other business 
 
Mrs Howard asked Mr Harris if data on emissions from the facility could be 
provided by the EA more quickly than the one month after the quarter end, 
and in addition asked how Charnwood DC would be kept informed in a timely 
fashion of any breach.  

Mr Harris (EA)  responded that in the event of a breach the operator must 
immediately inform the Environment Agency.) Newhurst team stressed in 
discussion that as responsible operators, Covanta would operate the facility 
within environmental limits.  In the unlikely event that an environmental 
breach should occur Covanta will notify the EA within 24 hours, in 
accordance with Newhurst ERF Environmental Permit.  Mr Harris further 
stated that the data about any event causing community impact would 
therefore be immediately known. Any local stakeholder with concerns should 
therefore contact the EA to notify or enquire if any events had occurred. Mrs 
Ann Green added that the District Council’s monitoring activity extended far 
beyond the Newhurst site, and that they would use their existing channels of 
communication to ensure liaison with the EA on any matters of mutual 
community concern. Mr Harris stressed the importance of members of the 
community feeling able to contact the EA in case of concern and should 
members of the community wish to request information they should email 
emdenquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk.  (Subsequent to the meeting Mr 
Harris also provided this link to be used regulatedindustrydnl@environment-
agency.gov.uk). 
 In discussion of the monitoring data availability, Mr Cook and Mr Burdis 
agreed to look into the feasibility of making data available at the site and 
would provide an update at the October meeting. Mr Newborough asked 
who had the authority to close the site if needed. Mr Harris replied that such 
an eventuality was extremely unlikely but that they did have that authority. Mr 
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Burdis and Mr Thompson (Covanta) both stressed that the operations 
management on site would have taken steps to reduce output or shutdown 
the facility well before the EA needed to take such unusual action 
 Mr Cook told the meeting about the intention of Covanta  to apply for a 
modification to the Environmental Permit to increase the tonnage of material 
being provided to the incinerator if the calorific value of the waste should fall 
as a result of increased recycling. It was stressed that any increase could be 
accommodated within the HGV limit on the current planning permission. . 
Consideration of this was at a very early stage and studies were still under 
way. The committee would be informed as the plans developed.  

 

Postscript  

1. Subsequent to the April meeting Mr Burdis had conducted a tour of the site 
for some members of the Committee. This tour was agreed to be extremely 
useful in informing the members of the layout and potential operation of the 
site.  

2. The issue of these minutes has been delayed by a team member having 
Covid-19. 

 


